Indigenous Land Acknowledgment Guide
The NWQMC Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Sub-Committee strongly encourages all moderators
and speakers at the NMC to acknowledge the Indigenous land on which research took place and / or
where the moderator or speaker is from.

Why acknowledge Indigenous land and peoples? Acknowledging Indigenous lands recognizes the
long history of the land upon which you reside and places you in the context of that history. It is an
opportunity to start a reconciliation process for the forced removal and genocide of Indigenous peoples
and acknowledge the ongoing acts of colonialism.

How can I acknowledge Indigenous land and peoples? There are a variety of ways to acknowledge
Indigenous lands and peoples, and we recommend at the very least stating the Indigenous land on
which you reside. You can find geographic location of Indigenous lands at native-land.ca. We also
recommend doing your homework as there can be complicated history of treaties. Other appropriate
statements include acknowledging the native names of water bodies you research, prominent
Indigenous people from the communities where you are from or work, or Indigenous people who work
in your field.

What if the history is very complicated and there are multiple Indigenous lands and peoples
to acknowledge? Complex histories and unclear territorial claims are results of ongoing colonization.

Rather than using a script, we encourage you to search, learn, and spend time on self-reflection. It is
okay to say you do not fully understand the history or how best to word your acknowledgment. Many
of us feel the same and make mistakes too. A land acknowledgment is really only the beginning of your
commitment to reconciliation and healing between the majority of our existence and the continual
displacement of Indigenous peoples, genocide, and environmental devastation.

When should I acknowledge Indigenous land and peoples? We recommend acknowledging
Indigenous land and peoples when introducing yourself during your presentation and / or describing a
geographic location or study site.

Acknowledgment examples:
“Our study site was located on Ojibwe lands”
“Good afternoon. I’m Rita, a graduate student at University of Florida located on Seminole and Timucua
lands”
“I acknowledge I am in the process of learning about the complex history and many Indigenous peoples
of the past and currently residing in what is called the Washington, DC region.”

Further reading:
https://nativegov.org/a-guide-to-indigenous-land-acknowledgment/
https://native-land.ca/resources/territory-acknowledgement/

